FrReerORT-McMoRan
COPPER & GOLD

Copper Queen Branch/Freeport-McMoRan Corporation
36 Wast Highway 32
Bisbee, Arizona 85603

May 22, 2008

Robert Casey

Water Enforcement Unit

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
1110 West Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

RE: Interim Action Report
Dear Mr. Casey:

In accordance with Mitigation Order on Consent, Docket No. P-121-07 (MO)
between Freeport-McMoRan Corporation, Copper Queen Branch (f/k/a Phelps Dodge
Corporation Copper Queen Branch) (Freeport) and Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ), if the average sulfate concentration of a drinking water supply is found to
exceed 250 milligrams per liter (mg/L) sulfate, interim actions selection and implementation
will begin immediately.

In addition, the MO requires an interim action report to ADEQ within 30 days of
implementing an interim action. The report shall “state the name of the owner(s)/operator(s)
of the affected well, the location and type of well (public or private) affected, and the interim
action selected.”

Forty wells verified as drinking water supply wells were sampled for sulfate between
February and April 2008. Thirteen private wells contained sulfate concentrations greater
than the 250 mg/I limit set by the MO. Residents using ten of the thirteen wells were already
receiving bottled water. As an interim action for the three wells used by residents who were
not already receiving bottled water, Freeport has elected to provide bottled water to residents
using private wells where sulfate concentrations exceed 250 mg/L. The attached table
provides the information required on the affected wells.

(

Sincerely,

s

Michael Jaworski
Site Manage
Copper Quegry Branch

Attachment
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