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About the Cover
A massive earthmoving project 
that will protect groundwater from 
the effects of past mining activity  
is under way on the land of the 
Tohono O’odham Nation.
Basketweaver: Joan Andrew.



Our Commitment

Restoring the Land  
Protecting the Environment 
Creating Habitat for Wildlife
Arizona accounts for more than 
60 percent of the copper produced  
in the United States. Headquartered  
in Phoenix, Freeport-McMoRan 
Copper & Gold Inc. is the world’s 
largest publicly traded copper 
producer and the world’s largest 
producer of molybdenum (a mineral 
that often is found with copper and  
that is used to make stainless steel, 
among other products). We have 
operations in North America, South 
America, Indonesia and Africa. 
Everywhere we operate, our values 
regarding the environment and 
communities are equally strong.

Our history in Arizona dates back to 
1881 through Phelps Dodge, which 
was acquired by Freeport-McMoRan  
in 2007. We have undertaken major 
reclamation projects to mitigate the 
impacts of past mining eras, even as 
we develop new mines that meet the 
latest environmental and land-use 
standards. Our reclamation crews are 
busy at several historic mining areas 
around the state. Some of these efforts 
are under the guidance of the Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(ADEQ). Two projects are under the 
guidance of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).

In addition to our work now under  
way, we created an environmental trust 
fund that will allow us the flexibility  
to continue these efforts in the future. 
As a leader in our industry, we under-
stand our commitments to the global 
community and the environment in 
which we live. We recognize we have 
an obligation to mine our properties in 
balance with our corporate, social and 
environmental responsibilities in order 
to safeguard future generations. This  
is the core concept of sustainable 
development, which we embrace both 
as our corporate civic duty and as a 
prudent business practice. Freeport-
McMoRan was a founding member  
of the International Council on Mining 
and Metals, which works to make 
mining worldwide a key contributor  
to sustainable development.

Our reclamation services employees  
are busy throughout the state.

Photo above: Our Cyprus Tohono 
Mine southwest of Casa Grande  
is on land leased from the Tohono 
O’odham Nation.

Photo left: Wildflowers grow  
on reclaimed land near Bisbee. 



Bisbee is one of the nation’s most 
historic mining communities. Phelps 
Dodge invested in Bisbee in 1881, the 
same year of the gunfight at the OK 
Corral in nearby Tombstone. It really 
was the Wild West. Phelps Dodge  
and other mining firms built many of 
Arizona’s first roads, railroads, water 
systems, hospitals and other facilities  
to make development possible. 

Today, Bisbee respects its mining 
heritage, and the land still holds 
valuable copper resources. The 
community is a popular tourist,  
arts and retirement area as well.

The Projects
Old stockpiles of mined material —  
C Canyon, Denn Mine and Briggs — 
have been recontoured, capped with 
soil and seeded with native vegetation. 
Ponds and storm-water channels have 
been created to manage runoff and 
protect the environment from erosion.

The Benefits
The completed work is greatly 
improving the appearance of the  
area. The configuration of revegetated 
slopes is beginning to blend in with 
the natural hillsides. The design 
prevents storm-water runoff from 
mixing with the mineralized rock. 
Ponds created up-gradient of the 
stockpiles provide clean water for 
wildlife. The design prevents infiltration 
of rainfall through the stockpiles to 
assist with protection of the shallow 
alluvial aquifer in the area and 
improves surface-water quality in  
Mule Gulch.

Bisbee

Dramatic Changes at One of  
America’s Historic Mining Towns

C Canyon before reclamation (top 
photo) and after. When vegetation  
is fully established, the recontoured 
area will blend in even more with 
the surrounding hills.
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Artistic Impressions

Photo left: “Overlooking Bisbee” by 
local folk artist Judy Perry reveals the 
distinct nature of this historic mining 
town near the U.S.-Mexico border, 
now also a popular artists’ community  
and tourist destination. 
 
Photo right: Laura Jose creates 
handmade baskets from yucca  
and beargrass at the Tohono  
O’odham Nation. 



Our Cyprus Tohono Mine southwest of Casa Grande is on land leased from the 
Tohono O’odham Nation. The Tohono O’odham, or “Desert People,” have one of  
the largest Native American reservations, covering more than 4,600 square miles 
and extending into Mexico. The mine is not in operation, but we produce a modest 
amount of copper from existing ore stockpiles at the site.

The Project
We are moving an old evaporation pond and old tailings impoundment from former 
copper-mining operations to a new area that will be covered with a soil cap and 
reseeded with native vegetation. The material is being moved about 3.5 miles to a 
site on the existing mine property that is protected with a plastic liner specifically 
built for this project. Both the former area and the new location will be provided a 
natural contour. Earthmoving began in March 2007 and will take about 18 months 
to complete. Vegetation will take many years to reach maturity. The company is 
working closely with the Tohono O’odham Nation and EPA Region 9 to ensure 
environmental compliance related to air, water, noise, dust, and local permitting.  
In addition, we have provided alternative water supplies and resolved Natural 
Resource Damage claims for birds and historic groundwater impacts from sulfates.

The Benefits
The old pond and tailings impoundment were a source of sulfates, which are a 
kind of salt that seeps into groundwater, affecting its taste and odor. This source  
of pollution is being removed. Not only will the liner and soil cap of the new area 
protect groundwater, the former source area will be capped to protect ground-
water as well. The land will be restored to a more natural appearance.

Tohono O’odham Nation

Responding to a Requirement for  
Community Health and Sustainable Development 

Heavy equipment at work on  
the Tohono O’odham project. 














